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We’ve been observing some of the incredible attributes of the Octopus. As an invertebrate, this amazing creature is supposed by evolutionists to be an early precursor to backboned creatures. But, as noted earlier, the nervous systems in the Octopus is the most complex of the invertebrates, and far more complex than many vertebrates. And this complexity is necessary for its survival, and so, as expected, there is no fossil record or any reasonable belief that any Octopus of the past could have been simpler. Now evolutionary theory proposes that all systems within an animal or plant begin in very simple forms, eventually graduating via accidental mutations into more and more complex systems. So, next, we should look at the Octopus circulatory system, and see what we can learn.

Generally, circulation systems nourish and protect the body of all animals via blood. Blood vessels branch and get small to provide increased surface area wherever any exchanges take place, for example, in the gills or lungs, where the blood picks up oxygen and releases carbon dioxide. The blood pressure drops as the blood spreads out into innumerable capillaries. So animals must have a way to deliver the blood to the gills or lungs with steady pressure and then to distribute the blood to the rest of the body. The octopus has a circulatory system more complex than its supposed later ancestors, the fishes, for it possesses three hearts, two to force blood through the two gills and one to force the blood everywhere else. The digestive system of an octopus begins with a parrot-like beak. Inside the beak is the radula, a tongue-like structure with rows of teeth for digging, drilling and scraping food from substrates. 

Food enters the esophagus and is stored in the crop until it is ready for digestion. Inside the stomach there is constant mixing of digestive juices and food to insure complete digestion, important because of the animals soft, vulnerable body. When threatened, an octopus will often try to escape by releasing a cloud of ink to confuse the enemy. Its body will change color, release the ink cloud and jet away. The color change is by special pigment cells (chromatophores) in the skin activated in an attempt to blend in with the surroundings. The chromatophores are of three bags containing different colors that are adjusted individually until the background is matched. Coloration also reflects mood, white for fear, red for anger, and brown is the usual color. Octopuses are male and female and fertilization is internal. Within two months after mating the female attaches strands of clustered eggs to the ceiling of her lair. The number of eggs laid by a female varies greatly depending on the species laying the eggs. Once the eggs have been laid, the female octopus will gently caress the eggs with her suckers to keep algae and bacteria from growing on them. She keeps the eggs oxygenated by gently squirting them with streams of water from her siphon. 

After the developing octopus turns in the egg so the tip of it's mantle is at the unattached end of the egg and is ready to hatch, the female's gentle caresses become more violent to help the baby octopus escape from the egg case. 

When one begins to step back and look at the integrated network of characteristics possessed by the Octopus, thoughts of simple invertebrates evolving into supposedly more complex vertebrates start to fade into a large chasm of credulity. This creature shows every feature of forethought and design, and we are reasonably left with a sense of awe and wonder, hopefully proclaiming, as did thinkers and prophets before us, like Paul, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un-searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”

